6th Grade Project 2018-2019

Please read this entire packet.  The teacher will go over expectations and due dates with the 6th graders, but it is important for you to review them with your child also, so we all understand and support each other during this valuable learning experience!

The 6th Grade Project is a combination of research, writing, and service (minimum 
6-10 hours). Sixth graders can approach this project 2 different ways:

1. Choose a topic and seek out service related to that topic. It does not have to be a typical “community service”; students can help a business or individual related to their topic. For example, a student researching heart disease can volunteer at a cardiac clinic or the Halle Heart Children’s Museum.

2. Choose a local charity or community service, and connect research to a related topic. For example, a student volunteering at Arizona Humane Society might research the unique physical traits of cats (ie. Why do they always land on their feet? Why are their pupils vertical slits? What’s the purpose of their whiskers?). 

This project combines homework and class work; volunteering can be done as a Going-Out during school hours.  Some volunteer locations may require a parent to accompany their child.  Volunteering with your child, or as a family, can be an incredibly rewarding experience!  

Assignment Schedule

	Task
	Due Date
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Service Site: Reach out to at least 3 places to offer your volunteer hours. 

	Summer before 6th grade 
Friday, September 7th 
	15
	

	Volunteer Hours: Provide at least 6-10 hours of service and record on the “Service Log” page. (more than 10hrs=1 extra pt/hr, 10hrs=30pts, 9hrs=29pts, 8hrs=28pts…less than 6hrs=25pts)
	Summer before 6th grade 
Hours & Service Log due

Mon, October 22nd 
 
	30
	

	Reflection: Write a minimum 5 paragraph essay about your volunteer experience. Consider guide questions on “Reflection” page.
	Rough Draft: 
Monday, October 29th 
Final Draft:

Monday, November 5th 
	20
30

	

	Research Topic Selection: Conference w/ your Teacher to choose 3 possible topics related to your service. Choose the one that most interests you, or that is the most possible. 


	Week of 

Nov 5th - Nov 9th 
	15
	

	Research Paper: Write a 4-5 page paper on a topic related to your service. Use at least 3 different types of resources (not just the internet). Include a bibliography.
	Rough Draft: 

Friday, Dec 14th 
Final Draft:

Friday, Jan 11th 

	45
55
	

	Presentation: Prepare a presentation of your research and volunteer experience with a visual aide. 
	Week of Jan 28th-31st 
	50
	


*Tasks completed after the due date will earn a maximum of half of the points.
Service Site (Due ____________________)
Directions: Complete this page once you have researched places to volunteer and considered possible Research Topics related to those volunteer services. Once you confirm your volunteer day and time, please sign the bottom of the page and turn it in for approval by the above due date. Additional pages can be stapled to this page.
1. Research volunteer organizations in Arizona and get in touch with places where you would like to offer your services. List at least three possible sites of interest (more can be listed on a separate sheet of paper):

· ________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________
2. Confirm your volunteer days and hours at just one place. Write down the following information.

Name of Site: _________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________
Phone Number:________________________________________________________

Contact Person: _______________________________________________________
3. On a separate sheet of lined paper, compose at least 1 paragraph explaining where you will be volunteering, what your specific volunteer duties will be, why you chose that site for your service, and how it could be connected to your possible research topic. 

Service Log (Due ___________________)
Service must be done off the Villa campus, including any fundraising or collection efforts. Students can fulfill their minimum volunteer requirement of 6-10 hours in one or more visits. These should be fulfilled the summer before 6th grade. All service arrangements are the responsibility of the student and parent(s). Some volunteer organizations may require a parent or guardian to accompany the student.
Bring to your service site:

· Camera – You can take pictures or video to include during your presentation.
· Notebook & Pencil – For taking notes to help write your Reflection Essay.

· Service Log – To keep track of your hours and for your Supervisor’s signature.

Name of Site: _________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________
Phone Number:________________________________________________________
Contact Person or Supervisor: ____________________________________________
	Date of Service
	Times of Service
	Type of Service
	Supervisor’s Signature and Comments

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Reflection Essay
Rough Draft Due: ____________________    Final Draft Due: __________________
Write a minimum 5 paragraph essay about your service experience. Consider the following questions to help you reflect on your volunteer time, how it helped your community, and what it made you want to research. 
· Where did you volunteer?

· What services did you provide?

· Why does this organization need volunteers? 

· How was your service valuable? For you? For those you helped?
· How did you feel about the experience?

· Would you volunteer again? Why or why not?

· How could you improve the experience for future visits?

· What other volunteer opportunities has this experience inspired you to be interested in?

· Why is volunteering a valuable thing for people to do?

· What did you learn that you didn’t know before your visit?

· What did your volunteer experience make you wonder about?

· What research topics are related to this volunteer experience?

Reflection Rubric
	Requirements
	Points Rough Draft
	Points Final Draft
	Comments

	Format: min. 5 paragraphs, typed, double-spaced, font size 12-14, max. 1in margins
	/5
	/5
	

	Content: Reflects on service provided, main idea is clear, details are relevant & supported by experience, makes connection to research topic
	/10
	/15
	

	Writing: made editing changes, engaged voice, logical organization, varied sentence fluency & vocab  
	/5
	/10
	


Choosing a Research Topic (Due ___________________)

Here are some questions to ask yourself as you think about what to choose for your research:

1. Where did I volunteer?

2. What did I learn about while volunteering?

3. What were some of the things I wondered about during my volunteer experience?

4. What would I like to be an expert in?

IDENTIFY 3 POSSIBLE TOPICS:  Answer the following questions about three topics you would consider doing for your 6th Grade Research. You may use lined paper if you run out of space, or type your responses.
Possible topic #1: _____________________________________________

I think this might be a good topic because: __________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Five questions it would be important to answer in my research of the topic:

1. _____________________________________________________________

     ____________________________________________________________?

2. ____________________________________________________________?

3. _____________________________________________________________  

     ____________________________________________________________?

4. ____________________________________________________________?

5. ____________________________________________________________?

Possible topic #2:  _____________________________________________

I think this might be a good topic because:  _________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Five questions it would be important to answer in my research of the topic:

1. _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________?

2. ____________________________________________________________?

3. _____________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________?

4. ____________________________________________________________?

5. ____________________________________________________________?

Possible topic #3:  _____________________________________________

I think this might be a good topic because:  _________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Five questions it would be important to answer in my research of the topic:

1. _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________?

2. ____________________________________________________________?

3. _____________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________?

4. ____________________________________________________________?

5. ____________________________________________________________?

Research Paper Rubric

Rough Draft Due: __________________   Final Draft Due: ____________________
Write a 3-5 page research paper on a topic of your choice, related to your service. This informational paper must include paraphrased facts and research. It should not include your Reflection Essay. Please use a variety of resources for your research, including, but not limited to: internet, books, magazines, videos, personal interviews of experts in their field, etc.
	Requirements
	Points 
Rough Draft
	Points 
Final Draft
	Comments

	Pre-Writing: research questions, outline, fact cards
	/15
	
	

	Title Page: typed, interesting title, student’s name, date, teacher’s name, school name
	/2
	/2
	

	Works Cited: MLA format, min. 3 different resources (at most 3 websites, at least 3 printed)
	/3
	/3
	

	Format: min. 4-5pgs, typed, double-spaced, font size 12-14, max. 1in margins
	/5
	/5
	

	Content: relevant to service, clear main ideas, details supported by facts, paraphrased info, conclusion drawn from research 
	/10
	/25
	

	Writing: made editing changes, formal 3rd person voice, logical organization, varied sentence fluency & vocab, cited facts credited in Works Cited
	/10
	/20
	


Presentation Rubric
Students are to speak about both their research topic and service experience. Presentations should be approx. 10 minutes long and include a modern, technological visual aide such as a Power Point slide show, Prezi slide show, or video. 
	Requirement
	Points Possible
	Points Earned and Comments

	Presence: Speaks clearly and audibly, good eye contact, dressed appropriately.
	10
	

	Speech: well-practiced, uses note cards as reference only, covers volunteer experience and research topic, does not read from the slideshow.
	20
	

	Hi-tech Visual Aide (slideshow): uses pictures and/or video, slides are timed to speech, slides are clear and concise, pictures are relevant, slides are in order, covers volunteer experience and research topic, problem-solves technical difficulties.
	20
	


